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Wherein the great 1 of the Mini- 
ſterial Work, and how Miniſters may 
ſhew then Workmen that need not 
to be aſhamed, are conſidered. 
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4 TIM 15. 
— AL Wt orkman that needeth not to be aſhamed, — | 


S no Employment 1s more excellent and honour- 
able, than that of the Miniſtry of the Goſpel ; 
{o none is more important and difficult, nor 
requires greater Care and Pains to the due Ma- 

nagement of it. Miniſters are not only called Anbaſſa- 

dors, Ruters, Elders and Overſeers or Biſhops, which are 

Names of Honour and Dignity ; but Soldiers, Labourers, 

Watchmen, and Workmen, which import Labour and Dif- 

ficulty. _ 

7 "was this the Apoſtle had in his Eye in this Chapter, 

wherein he proſecutes the general Defign of this Epiſtle, 

which is to direct Timothy in the faithful Diſcharge of 
his Duty as a Muuſter of the Goſpel. In the preceeding 

Verſes, he exhorts him to prepare for Suffering, to inure 

himſelf to Hardſhips, and to encounter Dangers and Dit- 

ficulties, as a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt ;—to exert all 
his Strength and Vigour, as a Wreſtler, or Runner, who 
ſtrives to gain the Prize to fatigue and toil as a Huſ- 
bandman, who, by induſtrious Labour, - cultivates his 

Ground, that he may partake of the Fruits of it. And 

in this Verſe, of which my Text is a Part, he exhorts 

him to labour as a Workman that needeth not be aſhamed z 

Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a Workinan that 

needeth not be aſhamed, rizhtly dividing the Word of Truth; 

As if he had laid, © Let it be thy chief Care and Con- 

gern, in the whole of thy Miniſterial Work, not to 

: 4 1 © pleaſg 


' pleaſe Men only, but God; not to be applauded of 
Men only, but to be approved and accepted of God, 
« who is thy Lord and Maſter in this great Work ; and 
« in order thereto, ſhew thyſelf a Workman that doth 
* his Work ſo diligently, faithfully and skillfully, as to 
« give no Occaſion of Shame or Diſgrace to himtſelf; 
„ and make it appear that thou art ſuch a Workman, by 
“ rightly dividing the Word of Truth, as a good Stew- 
* ard 7 
« tion in due Seaſon.” - 

That which I chiefly intend, is to conſider this Cha- 
rater of a Miniſter of the Goſpel, a Norman that need- 


erh not to be aſhamed. And as our Synodical Meetings are 


uſually opened with Sermons that have ſome Relation to 
the Miniſterial Work; ſo I hope, my Reverend Fathers 
and Brethren who have put me upon this Service, how- 


ever unfit for it, will bear with me in making an Attempt | 


to ſhew the Weight and Importance of this Work, and 


how we ought to manage it for the Glory of God our Sa- 
viour, the Credit of the holy Miniſtry, and the Benefit of 


the precious Souls committed to our Care: And perhaps 
it may not be among the leaſt Advantages, of our aflem- 
bling together in this Manner, to be put in Remembrance 
of theſe Things, tho' we know them, that we may have 
them more deeply impreſt upon our Hearts, and be the 
better diſpoſed, to ſhew ourſelves Workmen that need not 
to be aſhamed, | 5 | | 

In proſecuting of this Subject, I ſhall endeavour, thro? 


Divine Aſſiſtance, to conſider theſe two Things which 


are obvious from the Words ; 


I. That Miniſters of the Goſpel are. Workmen, 
they are engaged in a very important, difficult 
and laborious Work. | 


II. That it ſhould be their great Care and Study, to . 


ſhew themſelves Workmen that need not to be a- 
ſhamed. 


1. Miniſters of the Goſpel are Workmen : The Work 
they are engaged in, is indeed an honourable Work; they 
are 


the Myſteries of God, giving every oge his Por- 
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by Office; and if they who are in ſuch Offices under the 
Kings of the Earth, are accounted honourable, and held 
in Reſpect for their Maſter's and their Work s Sake: How 
much more ought theſe who are employed by the King of 
Kings? Though they are only Agents and Inſtruments in 
his Hand, and can do nothing without him; yet as the chief 
Deſi gn of all their Labours is to promote that great Work 
of God, the Salvation of loſt Sinners; they are ho- 


noured with the high Character of Workers together + 


cor him . But rather than magnify the Office, by 


ſpeaking of the Honour of the Miniſtry, which might 
juſtly be done from the Nature of the Work, I chuſe to 
ſet before you, ina few Words, the Importance, Difficul- 


ty and Labaur of it, which will evidently appear, if we 


confider only how much the Glory of God, and the Good 


of Souls, are concerned im it. 
All Mankind are created: for the Honour of God, and 


are under the higheſt Obligations to ſerve him; but be- 


cauſe moſt Part of Men do ſo much incumber and entangle 
themſelves with the Affairs of this Life, which uſually 
engroſs all their Thought and Care, that, in a great Mea- 
ſure, they neglect God and Eternity; it hath pleaſed 
the great King and Head of his Church, out of his in- 
finite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, to inſtitute a Goſpel: Mini- 


ſtry, and call forth a ſelect Number of Men to be his Ser- 


vants in this great Work: And this Work of the Goſpel 
is to be their chief Buſineſs, to which they ought wholly 
to devote themſelves, and wherein they muſt labour, to 
the utmoſt of their Power, to promote the Intereſts of 
Religion, and the Honour of Chriſt, to the Glory of God 
in the Salvation of Souls, precious Souls, which are in- 
finitely more valuable than the whole World, and all the 
Glories of ir: For they are ſpiritual, immortal Beings, 
which God created after his own Image, and which are capa- 
ble of the eternal Viſion and Fruition of him; and yet by 
Reaſon of their ſinful Apoſtaſy, are in Danger of being 
baniſhed his Preſence for ever and ever. The Buſineſs then 
we have to do with Men, is about their ſpiritual and _ 
N 


r 2 Cor. vi. be 


VV 
are the Servants, the Miniſters and Ambaſſadors of Chriſt 
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6 
nal Concerns; in which, as they are moſt apt to miſcarry, 
ſo their miſcarrying in them, is of infinitely greater Con- 
ſequence, than in the moſt important Affairs of this Life, 
moſt diſhonourable to God, and utterly deſtructive to 
themſelves. | . 

To us hath our great Lord and Maſter committed the 
Care of Souls, who well knows the Worth of them; for 
be created them by his Power, and redeemed them with 

his Blood; and the great Pains he takes about them, 

ſhews us the Value he puts vpon them. So great is the 
Worth of Souls, that the eternal Son of God, who is the 
Brightneſs of the Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
of his Perſon, left the Boſom ot the Father, laid aſide the 
Robes of divine Glory, and put on the Vail of Humani- 
ty; livd a mean deſpiſed and ſuffering Lite, and died a 
painful, ſhameful and curled Death, to ſave them from eter- 
nal Death and Deſtruction : And who will dare to under- 
value what he fo highly eſteems? Can we make light of 
the Price of his Blood; or think it a ſmall Matter, to 
have the Charge of thoſe for whom 1t was ſhed ? 

The weighty and important Work that we have to do, 
is plainly and clearly pointed out to us by our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, particularly in that noted Commiſhon 
which he gave to Taul, when he appeared to him for this 
Purpoſe, to make him a Miniſter, as the Apoſtle himſelf 
relates it, Ads xxvi. 17, 18. Unto the Gentiles I /end 
thee, to open their Eyes, and to turn them from Darkneſs 
10 Lieht, and from the Fower of Satan unto God, rhat 
they may recerve Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance a- 
mong them who are ſanciified by Faith that is in me. 
We are to uſe our utmoſt Endeavours to rouſe Sinners out 
of their natural Stupidity and Security; to awaken them 
to a feeling Senſe of their ſinful and miſerable State, and of 
their Danger of periſhing for ever. We are to preſs upon 
them, the abſolute Neceſſity of Repentance towards God, 
and Faith towards our Lord Feſus Chriſt >; and ſtrive to 
convince and perſwade them, That the Foundation of all 
true Religion muſt be laid in Union to Chriſt by Faith, 
which is the Work of the Spirit of God in Regeneration 
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and Converfion : And we muſt let them know, that after 
they are united to Chriſt, the Life that they muſt now 
live, is by the Faith of him ©, without whom they can 
do nothing ; and evidence the Truth of their Faith b 
ood Works, without which Faith is dead; and by al 
S Fruits of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, without which 
no Man can ſee the Lord. e 
And what great Difficulty and Labour muſt be in all 
this? eſpecially conſidering h much Oppoſition we meet 
with from the Depravity and Corruption of human Nature, 
the Ignorance and Stupidity, the Pride and Prejudices of 
Men, the Snares and Temptations of the World, the Ma- 
lice and Stratagem of the Devil, that grand Adverſary, 
who is ſtill going about as a roaring Lion, ſeeking whom 
he may devour. And alas! my Brethren, no ſmall Im- : 
iment to our Work, ariſeth from the Weakneſs and 
Cowardice, the Sloth and Selfiſhneſs of our own treache- 
rous and corrupt Hearts, which often pull us back from 
our Work, or make us paſs it over with a ſlight and 
ſuperficial Hand. 
; But as the Importance and Difficulty of this Work will 
: further appear in diſcourſing of that which is indeed the 
; main Purpoſe of my Text, I ſhall inſiſt no more on this 
Head, but proceed to the Second | 
II. Thing that offers itſelf to our Conſideration from 
theſe Words, namely, That Miniſters of the Goſpel are to 
ſhew themſelves Workmen that need not to be aſhamed. 
Shame is an Uneaſineſs of Mind upon Account of hav- 
ing done any Thing that is undecent and unſeemly, or that 
leſſens one's Eſteem among Men, whoſe good Opinion he 
values, or any Thing that offends a holy Sin-hating God, 
whoſe Diſpleaſure is more to be dreaded than the Deteſta- 
tion of the whole World. And e, it ought to 
be our chief Study and Concern, as Chriſt's Miniſters or 
Workmen, not to do any Thing that is undecent or un- 
lawful, any Thing unworthy of the Office we bear, and 
the Work we are employed in, any Thing that may be 
juſt Ground of Shame, either before God or Man. And 
m order to this, let us attend to the following Ingredi- 
ents 
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would ſhew himſelf a Workman that needeth not to be 
aſhamed. And 

if, The Miniſter of the Goſpel, who would ſhew 
himielf a Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, muſt 
have a Call and Commithon from the great Maſter of the 
Work, authorizing him to engage in and proſecute that 
Wark. It any Man preſumptuouſly intrudes himſelf in- 
to the Office of the Miniſt. y, and acts without Warrand 
or Authority, he has as much Reaſon to be aſhamed, as 
Z the Man a ſhould take upon him the Character of an 
mbaſſadour, without his Prince's Order, when it came 
£0 be diſcovered that he acted as ſuch, without a Com- 
miſſion, or only upon a forged one. May he not be aſham- 


rn, 25 the falſe Prophens of old did 7 


Ale that takes upon nel, this Honour, and is not called 
of Cod as was Aaron , acts without Commiſſion and 
Authority: And therefore, whatever he may do, orhow- 
ever diligent he may appear to be in the Work of the Go- 
ſpel, tis to be ſuſpected that ſome ſiniſter View has been 

the Motive and End of his engaging and proceed ing in it. 
We cannot enter upon the Work of the Goſpel with Safety, 
nor go on in it with Comfort, without ſome ee Ground 
to be perſwaded that Chriſt bath called us to it. 1 

We are not now indeed to expect ſuch an immediate 
Call from Chriſt as his Apoſtles had; but if we have been 
— in the Ute of neceſſary Means to qualify us, and 


nd to have attained a competent Fitneſs for this 


great Work, by ſuch as are more proper Judges of this 


than ourſdves: If ue have received Ordination by the 


Minifters of Chriſt, according to his Inſtitution, and find 


in ourſelves theſe Gifts and Graces that are r- -quilte ©. 


the Miniſtry, and faithfully improve them for the great 
Purpoſes of it, we have good Reaſon to think that we 
haye not #u1 unſent. All theſe that are called to the Mi- 
niſtry, according to the Rules laid down by Chrift, are as 
really the Miniſters of Chriſt, as if they had been called 
immediately by - himſelf. But ſuch as thruſt themſelves 
into the Othce of the Miniftry in an * and —y 

ay 


® Jer. xxil, 21, Hab. iv. 5, 
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ved, have juſt Cauſe to be aſhamed. : 
It will readily be acknowledged, that they who have 
Power and Authority from Chriſt to call and ordain Men 
fo the Office of the Miniſtry, have likewiſe Power and 
Authority, upon juſt Grounds, to deprive them of their 
Office ; and they who are ſo deprived, however they may 
fatisfy themſelves and ſuch as are devoted to them, they 
can never juſtify their Conduct to the impartial World, in 
continuing to exerciſe the Othce of the Miniſtry, in Defi- 
ance of the Laws of Chriſt, and the beautiful Order he 
hath eſtabliſhed in his Church. They will not betake 
themſelves to the Popiſh Principle of the indelible Cha- 
raCter ; that is, that he who is once a Miniſter can never 
ceaſe to be ſo. Nor will they pretend to an immediate 
Call from Heaven; no, I ſuppoſe they wilt only al- 
ledge that the Sentences paſt upon them are unjuſt ; and 
therefore, that they are not bound to ſubmit to them. 
But as this is to make themſelves ſole Judges in their own 
Cauſe, in Oppoſition to the Judgment of the Judicatures of 
Chriſt's Appointment ; ſo the N upon which they 
proceed is ſubverſive of all good Order and Government 
2zd4ly, He who would ſhew himſelf a Workman that 
needeth not to be aſham'd, muſt be fitted and qualified for 
his Work; and indeed, my Brethren, 1f we be not qua- 
Tifed for the Work of the Miniſtry, we have too good 


 Grourd to fear that we are not called of God, nor em- 


ployed by bim; for he never puts a Man upon any ſpe- 
cial Work and Service but he fits him for it f. If Hegaleel 
and Aydiab are to be employed in the Work of the Ta- 
bernacle, God gives them the Spirit of Wiſdom and Un- 


derſtanding to fit them for that Work 8. He that is not, 


id ſome Meaſure, furniſhed with theſe Gifts and Qualifi- 
cations that are neceſſary to a ſuitable Performance of the 
Miniſterial Work, as he hath juſt Reaſon to conclude that 
he is not {ent of God, ſo he hath good Cauſe to be aſha- 
med. *Tis true, there are Diverſity of Gifts, and the 
Lord diſpenſes to every one as he pleaſes; and e 
! | t | 
f Exod. iv. 12, J. i 9. g Ex. xxxi. 1,--6: 
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1 
the ame Meaſure is not to be expected in all. But if we 
are to a great Degree unqualified for the ſacred Work in 
which we arc engaged, we have juſt Reaſon to bluſh and 
be aſhamed both in the Sight of God and Man. Would 
notany Workman be aſhamed to be found altogether in- 
capable of, or at beſt exceeding bad at his Employment? 
And therefore, the ſpiritual Workman, that needeth not 
to be aſhamed, muſt have the Knowledge of divine 
Truths, feel the Power of them upon his own Soul, and 

have a Promptneſs and Ability to impart them to others. 
| He muſt be a Man of good Underſtanding and exten- 
five Knowledge ; he muſt not only have ſufficient Strength - 
of Genius and natural Capacity ; but this muſt be impro- 
ved by acquired Learning. It is an high Encomium on 
Ahes, that he was learned in all the Wiſdom of the Egyp- 
tians , and no ſmall Benefit to Paul, that he was brought 

= - Ho the Feet of Gamaliel i: So likewiſe is it the 
aiſe and Advantage of Miniſters of the Goſpel to 
have a liberal Education, to be known in the Languages, 
and the ſeveral Parts of Hiſtory and Philoſophy ; and par- 
ticularly, to have a diſtinct Knowledge of natural Religi- | 
on, that they may be convinced of the Inſufficiency of it, 
in the preſent State of Man, to anſwer the Ends of Reli- 
gion, and be thereby the more eſtabliſhed and confirmed 
in the Neceſſity. and Truth of divine Revelation. It 
would likewiſe be of great Uſe to the ſpiritual Workman 
to have a competent Knowledge of human Nature in its 
various Situations, that he might know the better how to 
deal with all Sorts of Men about the Concerns of their 
Souls. But aboveall, the Workman that needeth not to be 
aſhamed, muſt be well acquainted with e holy Serip- 
tures, hich are able to make him wiſe unto Salvation; that 
' the Man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto 
all good Works x. The Scriptures not only declare the 
Doctrines of natural Religion concerning the Exiſtence 
and Attributes of God, his righteous Government of this 


World, and the juſt Retribution we may expect from him 


in the next, the Worth and Immortality of the Soul, and 
the everlaſting Obligations of moral Goodneſs, much more 

| | fully 
2 A. w. 22. : . 3. k 2 Tim ũi. 15, 17. l 
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fully and clearly, than the Light of Nature could teach 


them; but likewiſe diſcover Truths of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance, which could not have been known without a di- 
vine Revelation; ſuch as, the myſterious Doctrines of the 


adorable Trinity, and the Incarnation of the Son of God; 


the Way how guilty Sinners may obtain Pardon through 
the meritorious Death and Sacrifice of Chriſt, and how 
they may be delivered from the Dominion of Sin by the 
Grace of the holy Spirit, be made Partakers of a divine 
Nature, and qualified for the Glory and Immortality 
brought ro Light by the Goſpel. And has not the ſpiri- 
tual Workman Reaſon to be aſhamed, who hath no clear 
and diſtinct Knowledge of theſe and the other important 
Truths revealed in the Goſpel? To whom it may be ſaid, 
Art thou a Maſter in Iſrael, and knoweft not theſe Things? 
Thou that teacheſt another Man Knowledge, d:ſt thou not 
know? ® It were!highly neceſſary in this unbelieving Age, 
when ſo many in the Pride of vain Wiſdom are offended 
ut the Croſs of Chriſt, that every Miniſter ſhould be well 
skill'd in all the Kinds of ay Ln whereby the Truth 
of Chriſtianity can be confirmed, and able to baffle all 
open and fly Attacks upon the Cauſe of his great Maſter ; 
and if ſuch Ability and Skill be requiſite in thoſe that are 
ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel, ® how ſhameful would 
it be, if they were ignorant, or had but confuſed and ſu- 
perficial Notions of it. | 

The ſpiritual Workman muſt likewiſe be one who feels 


the Power of theſe Truths upon his own Soul, whoſe 


Heart and Life bears the Signature and Impreſſion of 
them. How can he recommend the Belief of the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel to others, who does not believe them him- 
ſelf? Who if he do not look upon them as a N 
deviſed Fable, yet hath no ſuch Faith of them as purifies 
the Heart, and works by Love? How can he urge upon 
others the Neceſſity of Regeneration, and of becoming 
new Creatures, who is himſelf in a natural unconverted 
State? Or how can he preſs others to the Love and Practice 
of Piety and Holineſs, who is himſelf a Stranger to the 
Life and Power of Religion? Or perſwade others to 

„ - mortify 
Jen ui, 18. ® P/al, xciv, 16. Þ Fb. i. 17. 
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mortiſy their Luſts, while he himſelf is found the Ser- 


vant of Sin? I do not ſay that all his Work would be 
- Invalid, or even unſucceſsful; for we cannot think that 


Judas was put into the ſacred Office by Chriſt himſelf, 


to no Purpoſe at all. But as ſuch a Workman, if he have 
the ſmalleſt Remains of Ingenuity, cannot but feel the 
Workings of Shame for ſuch a Conduct, what Ground 
can he have to expect Succeſs in his Work; Or how can 
he think that Chriſt will honour him to do good to others, 
who is himſelf void of all zue Goodneſs? 
And further, the ſpiritual Workman muſt not only 
know the Truths of the Goſpel, and have a feeling Senſe 
of them on his own Soul, but he muſt have a Promptneſs 
and Ability to communicate them to others. This is ſo 
abſolutely neceflary, that the Want of it cannot be com- 
penſated by any other Qualification. Let a Man be never 
1o eminent for Learning and Religion, yet if he be not 
apt to teach, » he is not fit for the Office of the Miniſtry. 
This in Scripture Language, is called Urzerarice, and fre- 
uently mentioned by the Apoſtle as an eminent and uſe- 
fal Gift; ? but it doth not conſiſt, as ignorant People are 
ready to fancy, in the Loudneſs of the Voice, or even in 
a Fluency or Vehemency of Speech, but in a Faculty of 
expreſſing the Truths of God in a clear, diſtinct, plain and 
ealy Way, ſuitable to the Nature of the Sabject, and the 
Capacity of the Hearers, with all the Ardour and Earneſt- 
_ neſs, the Solemnity and Gravity, that becomes Things at 
once fo intereſting and important. In the Infancy of 
_ Chriſtianity, this was an extraordinary Gift, but now a 
Man's natural Talent muſt be improv'd by a Variety of 
Means proper for that Purpoſe, which I cannot now inſiſt 
on; only, my Brethren, Jet us remember, that with all the 
other Means that are to be uſed, we muſt not neglect a 
careful Feruſal and Study of the ſacred Writings, with 
devout Meditation and Prayer, and a conſtant Dependence 
upon the Divine Influence, that our Preaching may not 


be with enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in the De- 


monſtration of the Spirit and of Power. * It is ſaid of 
Apollos, That he was an eloquent Man; but what is imme- 
85 i diately 
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qdiately added, is ſtill more to his Honour, and contribu- 
ted much ro his Succeſs, He was mighty in the Scrip- 
tures r. heſe are the moſt pure and copious Magazine 
of Divine Eloquence ; it is there we are furniſhed with the 
Tongue of the Learned to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon; © there 
we may find all that is great and ſublime in Sentiment 
and Stile, all that can beſt inform the Judgment, and affect 
the Heart; but after all our Endeavours, this as well as 
other Qualifications admits of Degrees, and every one 
cannot attain a like Gift of Utterance: But the Workman 
that needeth not to be aſhamed, muſt not only have his 
Head filled with Knowledge, and his Heart well affected 
to the Truth, but a Readinels and Promptneſs, in ſome 
good Meaſure, for imparting it to others, ; 

;34/y, He who would ſhew himſelf a Workman that 
needeth not to be aſhamed, muſt. rightly apply theſe Qua- 
Iifications with which he is endowed, he muſt exert them 
with Diligence, with Faithfulneſs and Prudence, elle they 


will tend only to his greater Shame and Diſgrace. 


Ihe Servants who had diligently improved their Ta- 
lents, are applauded and commended, and called to enter 
into the Foy of their Lord; but he that had neglected his 
Talent, is expoſed to Shame and Reproach, as à wicked 
and florhful Servant, and laid under a fearful Doom *. 
Idleneſs and Sloth very ill become theſe who are em- 
ployed in ſuch a laborious, difficult and important Work; 
and therefore my Brethren, let us not be /othful in Buſi- 
neſß, but fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. u Let us 
tale heed to the Miniſtry we have received of the Lord, 
that ve may fulfil it, * by doing every Part of our Work, 


and that with all due Care and Application of Mind. 


Let us remember that awful and folemn Charge, given 


by the Apoſtle Paul to Zrrorby, and fee our own Con- 
cern in it, as given to every one of us; I charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, avho ſpall judge 
the Quick and the Dead at his Appearing, and his King- 


dom, preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and out of 


- Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, and exhort with all Long-ſuffering 


and Doctrine.“ And he chargeth nothing upon us, om 
7 1 : what 
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(.14 ) 
what he was careful to do himſelf: He was indeed emi- 
nently fitted and qualified for his Work; but the Grace 
that was beſtowed on him, was not in vain; he laboured 


the more abundantly in his Maiter's Work *, and was 2wil- 
ling to ſpend and be ſpent * in the Service of thoſe Souls 


for which Chriſt ſhed his Blood. Heappeals to the Eliers 


of Epheſus, how he had laboured among them ar all 
Seaſons, ſerving the Lord, and teaching then publickly, 
and from Houſe to Houſe ®. But let us eſpecially con- 
fider the Example of our blemed Lord and Maſter, 2whs 
ent about continually doing good ©, and preaching the 
Goſpel of rhe Kingdom of God ; and after the Labours 
of the Day, he ſometimes retired to a ſolitary Place, 
and continued all Night in Prayer ©. He was conſtantly 
employed in the Work which his Father had given him 
to do, and counted it his Meat and Drink to do the Will 
of him that ſent him *, and jfintþ his Work s. And ſhall 
this blefſed Example have no Influence upon us? Shall 


not his Diligence ſhame us out of our Negligence? 


and ſays to us his Servants, as Gideon ſaid to his So 

Look an me, and do likewiſe . 

Let us further conſider, that as the fulfilling of our 

M.iniſtry is a Service e of us, ſo it is a Truſt com- 
mitted to us, and therefore we ſhould be faithful in the 

Diſcharge of it; remembring that his all- ſeeing Eye is 

ſtill upon us, who hath ſet us as Over/eers and Watchmen 


And excite us to imitate him who pur us into the Miniſtny, 
Idiers, 


over huis Houſe, and told us what he requires and expects | 
of us; for he ſays to each of us, my Brethren, as he did 


to Fzektel ; Son of Man, 1 have ſet thee a Watchman over 
the Houſe of Iſrael, therefore thou ſhalt hear the Word at 


my Mouth, and warn them from me. When T ſay unto the 


Wicked, O wicked Man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou doſt 
not ſpeak to warn the Wicked from his Way, that wicked 


Man ſhall die in his Iniquity, but his Blood will Trequire 


at thine Hand, Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the Wicked of 
bis Mas, to turn from it ; if he do not turn from his Way, he 
Hall 


11 Ger. xv. 10. * 2 Cor. xii. 15. Acts xx. 18,--20, © Aﬀs x. 38. 
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Hall die in his Tniquity, but thou haſt delivered thy Soul i. 


And ſhall we not ſtudy to be faithful to our great Maſter, 


to our own Souls, and the Souls of theſe committed to 


our Charge ? Shall we not tel] them plainly and honeſtly 
their Duty and their Danger, Whether they will hear op 
whether they will forbear, that we may exoner ourſelves, 


and deliver our own Souls. 


And ſurely it we are diligent and faithful Servants, we 
will not ſlothfully and wiltully neglet any Branch of 
our Office, nor ſuffer one Duty to juſtle out another, but 


carefully endeavour to perform every Part of our Work in 


its proper Scaſon: Let us remember then, that it is our 
Work not only 70 reach publickly, but from Houſe ts Houſe ;; 
not only to preach, but to catechiſe and inſtruct and viſit 
our dv and to endeavour to be acquainted with the 

our Flock, that we may know the better how to 
apply to them. And particulatly to vifit the fick, and 


give them proper Inſtructions and Advices, which is a very 


important and difficult Part of our Work. And why 
ſhould we not likewiſe attend upon the Judicatures of the 
Church, of which we are conſtituent Members ? Shall we 


be as careleſs of this, as if it were no Part of our Work? 


Have we no Regard to the ſolemn Engagements we came 
under at our Ordination? How can we maintain the Diſ- 
cipline and Government of the Church, if we wilfully and 


needleſly abſent from her Judicatures? Are we weary of 


that valuable Conſtitution that coſt our Fore-fathers ſo 
dear, and has been ſo often and ſo long preſerved, by 
the remarkable Interpoſitions of Heaven, when in the 


greateſt Danger of being loft? Our worthy Predeceflors 


in the Miniſtry were very punctual in their Attendance on 


Church Judicatures, and reckon'd it a great Happineſs to 
'bave the Opportunity of keeping up that effential Part 
of our Conſtitution, ſo neceflary for the Preſervation of 
the Unity and Purity of the Church; and does it not 


look as if they had little Concern for either, who will not 
give themſelves the Trouble of attending on theſe Judi- 


catures ? Has not that Workman juſt Cauſe to be aſhamed, 
who wilfully and careleſly neglects any material and im- 


| portant 
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portant Part of his Work, however diligent he may be in 
other Parts of it? I wiſh the Wiſdom of the Church would 
fall upon ſome effectual Method to remedy this ſhameful 
Neglect; or rather, that the Members themſelves, from a 
Conviction of the Evil of it, would prevent the Neceſſity 
of ſome ſuch Meaſure as might perhaps be grievous to 
But tho? the ſpiritual Workman be never fo diligent 
and faithful in doing the whole of his Work, yet if he 
be fooliſh and imprudent, he hath good Reaſon to be 
aſhamed. The Servant that is pronounced bleſſed, wheri 
bis Lord cometh, is not only a faithful but a wiſe Servant x. 
Faithfulneſs fixeth the Eye upon the right End, and 
_  Wifdom or Prudence finds out the moſt tuitable Means 
for attaining it, and directs to the moft proper Methods 
for putting theſe Means in Execution. But this Prudence 
1s quite a different Thing from carnal Policy and Trick, 


the fleſhly Wiſdom which is oppoſed to S uplicity and 


godly Sincerity il. We are enjoined by our bleſſed Lord, 
not only 70 be werfe as Ser pents, but harmleſs as Doves m. 


The former ſeparated from the latter is he Wiſlom that 


#85 earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh >. The moſt laudable and 
lawful Means to compaſs a bad End, and all unlawful 
Methods to obtain a good End, tho' the moſt prudential 
and promiſing of Succeſs, are equally odious to God and 
every good Man; for in both there is the Wiſdom of the 
nr, without the Innocence of the Dove. As Pru- 
dence without Innocence commonly turns into Craft and 
Guile, fo Innocence without Prudence uſually degenerates 
into Folly and Weakneſs; and tho” this be not ſo criminal 
as that is, yet it is juſt Cauſe of Shame, and often ex- 
ſeth our Profeſſion and Character. Minitters, of all 
Men in the World, have the greateſt Reaton 0 wwalk ci r- 
eumſpetly, not as Fools but iſe *; for many Eyes are 
upon them, and much Wiſdom is requiſite to their Work, 
How much Wiſdom and Prudence 1s neceſſary to the in- 
ſtructing of the Ignorant, the reclaiming of the vicious, 


the convincing of Gainſayers, and the reproving of Offen- 


ders; - 


-If Mat: xxiv. 45, 46. 12 Cr. i. 12. m Mat, K. 16. Janies iti, FF, 
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ders. To make a proper Diſtinction of Perſons, their 
Stations, Tempers, and Capacities ; to find out the moſt 
acceptable Words, to hit upon the fitteſt Seaſons, to obſerve 


People's moſt ſerious and tender Moments, to catch the 


Advantage of their different Situations, and of every 
Thing that may be moſt ſuccesfully improven for their 
Ipiritual Benefit, requires great Wiſdom and Prudence: 
And therefore we ſhould all ſtudy this as much as poſſible, 
remembering, as $903z201 ſays, T hat the Wiſe ſhall inherit 


Glory, but Shame ſhall be the Promotion of Fools x. Thus 


I only hint at Things that might be much enlarged upon; 
but from what is ſaid we may fee, that the Workman that 
needeth not to be aſhamed, muſt do his Work diligently, 
faithfully and prudently. 


4:hly, He who would ſhew himſelf a Workman that 


needeth not to be aſhamed, muſt never ſhift nor decline 
his proper Work and Buſineſs, which, as the Apoftle 
briefly deſcribes it, is ro make known the Myſtery of 
the Goſpel, and to preach the Unſearchable Riches of 
Chriſt ? : And therefore if we deſire to be Workmen 
that need not to be aſhamed, Je muſt not be aſhamed 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, for it is the Toner of God 
anto Salvation to every one that believeth 1. We are 
Miniſters of he Goſpel, our Work is to labour in the 
Goſpel © ; we are put in Truſt with the Goſpel © ; the Di- 


ſpenſation of the Goſtel is committed unto us, and Neceſſity 


#5 laid upon us, yea, wo 45 unto us if we preach not the 
Goſpel e; and ſhall we, af er all, be aſhamed of the Goff el? 
Now prer ing the Goſpel is the fare Thing in Scripture 
Stile, with preaching Chriſt, as it is oſten expreſt l. And 
indeed, as Chriſt Jeſus is the Sum and Subſtance of all 
Divine Revelation, and all the Truths of the Goſpel meet 
in him, as the Rays of the Circle do in the Center; ſo 
if we make the Holy Scriptures the Rule of our preaching, 
and preach the Truths contained in them, Chriſt himſelf 
will be our great Theme; and we will ſtudy ſo to teach, 
and inculcate all Points, whether of Faith or Practice, 

C as 
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as having a ſpecial Reference to him. What did the holy 
Apoſtle mean, when he 1aid to the Corinthians, I deter- 


mined not to know any T hing among you, ſave Feſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified u; but that he determined to know no- 


ting ſo much as, or nothing but what might refer to, 


and center in, this great Head of all ſaving Knowledge, 
the Sum both of Law and Goſpel], the Solace of both 
Old and New Teſtament: And therefore if we copy 
after this great Example, Ill that we do in the Work of 
the Goſpel, will have a ſpecial Regard to Chrift, and 
our preaching and teaching, will ſo contrived and 
deſigned, as to have an evident Tendency to lead our 
People to him. Surely, it muſt and will be ſo, if we are 
not aſhamed of our Work. : 

If we open up to 'our Hearers their loſt and undone 
State by Nature and Sin, to what Purpoſe is this but to 
Jet them ſee their Need of a Saviour? and why may we 
not tell them that this is our Deſign? If we preſs upon 
them the Neceſſity of Regeneration, and of being made 
New Creatures, why ſhould we not ſhew them, that 1t is 
only in Chriſt Jeſus, and by the powerful Operations of 
his Spirit and Grace, that this happy Change can be made 
upon them? If we repreſent to them the exceeding ſinful- 
neſs of Sin, and how hateful and odious it is to a holy 
God, how can we do this ſo effectually, as by pointing it 
out in the Glaſs of Chriſt's Sufferings? If we urge them 
to Repentance and Reformation, why ſhould we not re- 
mind them for their Encouragement to this Work, 7 har 
Chriſt is a Prince exalted, and a Saviour, to give Repentance, 
as dell as Remiſſion of Sins *? It we ſet before them the 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes of the Geſpel, ſhould 
we not tell them as the Apoſtle does, hat they are all 
Wa and Amen in Chriſt Feſus v. And if we ſpeak of the 
Privileges of the Goſpel, why ſhould we not put them 
m Mind, that they are all purchaſed by his Blood, and 
diſpenſed by his Bounty? Nay, 

'Tho' we treat of Subjects that ſeem to be more remote 
from Chriſt, yet it may be ſhown what Regard they have 

| _ 
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to him; e. g. If we inſiſt on the Works of Creation, 
why may we not aſſert with the Evangeliſt, That all 
Things were made by him, and that without him was not 


any Thing made that was made * ? Or, if we ſpeak of 


the Works of Providence, why may we not mention, that 
all Power is gi ven to him, and that the Government is 
upon his Shoulders ? * And if we diſcourſe of the Per- 
ctions of God, why ſhould we not ſhew, that they are 
all moſt gloriouſly diſplayed an the Face of Jeſus Chriſt b: 
Yea, even when we diſcourſe on moral Duties, and in- 
culcate the Practice of them, which indeed we have great 
Reaſon often to do in this immoral Age, wherein [1iqu#- 
iy abounds, and the Love of many wax2th cold; what 
Mould hinder us, not only to uſe ſuch Motives as the 
Natur: and Reaſon of Things can furniſh, and are level 
to the Capacities of the People, but likewiſe the far more 
powerful Motives which the Goſpel propoſes ; ſuch as, 
the Example of Chriſt's holy Life, the Conſideration of 
his painful Death, and the bleſſed Fruits of it; as we 
would approve ourſelves his Diſciples and Followers; 
as we would enjoy Communion with him, and have Joy 
and not Confuſion at his Appearing ; as we would not 
contemn the Mercy of God, the Love of Chriſt, and the 
Grace of the Spirit, and bring the heavieſt Vengeance, 


even the Wrath of a deſpiſed Redeemer, upon our own 


Souls. And why ſhould we not acquaint our People, 


that true Chriſtian Morality, which 1s the ſame Thing 


with Goſpel Holineſs, is the natural and neceſſary Fruit of 
Faith in Chriſt and Love tohim, and can only be attain'd 
by the Grace of Chriſt, and accepted through his Merit; 
and therefore to tell them, T7 hat whatſoever they do in 
Word or in Deed, they muſt do all in the Name of the Lord 


Jeſus ©, depending upon his Spirit and Grace for Aſſiſtance, 


and his Merits and Mediation for Acceptance. 
This is the Way to have our Labours accompanied 
with the Divine Bleſſing, this is the Way to win Souls to 
Chriſt, and make lively Chriſtians; thus we imitate the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt, thus we are indeed the Preachers of 
Chriſt, thus we make it appear that ve are not aſhamed of 
| TC 
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the Goſpel of Chriſt, and thus we ſhew ourſelves Workinen 
that need not be aſhamed. But if we ſhould keepfoff the 
Peculiarities of the Goſpel, and advance nothing in our 
r aching or teaching, but what the Light of Nature might 
Bee or authoriſe, that would argue that we are 


aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and ſhould we not then 


be Workmen that need to be aſhamed? Or if we ſhould fo 
unhappily handle even the peculiar and glorious 'Fruths of 
our holy Religion, as to weaken the Obligations of Holi- 
neſs, or give any Occafion zo zur, the Grace of God into 
Laſerviouſneſs, would not this fruſtrate the very Defign of 
the Goſpel, which is he Doctrine according to Godlineſs, 
and zeacherh us, that denying Ungodlineſs and wordly Luſts, 
eve ſhould live ſoberlv, righreoulty and godly in this preſent 


World a, ſhould we not then have juſt Cauſe to be a- 


ſhamed ? 


5. He who would ſhew himſelf a Workman that need- 


eth not to be aſhamed, muſt take Care to do nothing that 
is below or unworthy the Character he bears, and the Work 
he is employed in. | 


If a Miniſter's Practice ſhould vifibly contradict his 


Proſeſſion and Character, if his Life and Actions were 


evidently contrary to the Fenor of the Goſpel, his moſt 
Mining Performances muſt paſs with all thinking People 


for mere Pageantry and Grimace ; what can be more ſhame- 


ful, yea, finful and profane than to perſonate an Ambaſſa- 
dor of Chriſt at one Time, and act as a Meſſenger of 
Satan at another ? To appear by his Preaching as an An- 
5 of Light, and by his Practice as a Child of Darkneſs; 

o exprels great Zeal againſt Sin, and yet to be ſerving 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures; to declaim againſt Vice and 
Immorality in the Pulpit, and yet elſewhere, to exert all 
his 'Talents to skreen and defend the vicious and immoral. 
To diſpenſe the ſacred Myſteries of Religion with great 


Appearance of Gravity at one Time, and at another to 


treat them with great Irreverence, if not with Ridicule 


and Contempt. Jo be heady and high minded, to be proud 
and paſſionate, peeviſh, and tmpattent, to be fel avilled and 


foon angry, to be given to Wine, to be accuſed of Riot, and 
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fo be unruly, to be a Striker and a Brawler, and greedy of 
firhy Lucre, to be double-tongued, a vain Talker and a Ve- 
cerver, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks ©; in a Word, to be in pub- 
lick Character a Servant of Cirift, and in private Life a 
Slave to the Devil and his own baie Luits; How re- 

roachiul and ſliameful would ſuch a Behaviour be, and 
bow juſtly liable to that ſevere Sarcaſm of the Apoſtle, 
Lou who teacheſt another, teacheſt thou not thyſelf? Thou 
that preacheſt a Man fheult® not ſteal, doſt thou ſteal? 


T hou that ſayeſt a Man fhould not commit Adultery, doſt 


thou commit adultery? I hou that abhorreſt Tlols, deft thou 
commit Sacrilege ? T hou that makeſt thy Boaſt of the Laar, 
through breaking the Law diſnonoureſt thou God? f 

And what muſt be the Conſequences of ſuch a Conduct, 
but to diſcredit the Goſpel and its Miniſters, to diſhonour 
the glorious Author of it, to grieve the Hearts of his 
People, harden the Wicked in their Sins, ſtrengthen the 
Caule of Infidelity, make the immora] Miniſter himſelf 
the juſt Object of the greateſt Contempt, fruſtrate the 
Ends ot his Miniſtry, render all his Labours unſucceſsful, 
and ſubject him at length to the dreadful Doom of the wwick- 
ed and unprofitable Servant? every Sermon he ſtudies, he 


draws up his own Indictment, and every Time he preaches, 


he pronounces his own Sentence of Condemnation : Ah 
Miterable Man! (ſhould we not tremble at ſo ſhocking a 


Thought) to be fer over Chriſt's Heep as their Paſtor, 


and yet to ſtand among the Goats at the laſt Day. 
Surely ſuch Miniſters muſt be the worſt of Men; and 
et ] am afraid there are too many fuch in the World; 
tho' it muſt be acknowledged, even by their great- 
eſt Enemies, that the Miniſters of the Church of Hot- 
land, generally, are regular in their outward Peportment; 
for when ever any of them can be convicted of groſs 
Immoralities, they are depoſed ; and of this there are very 
Jö;—ÿ 8 
But if we would ſhew ourſel ves Workmen that need not 
to be aſhamed, we muſt not only guard aga inſt theſe Mors 
of the Fleſh that are _— s, and would render us juſtly 
deteſtable in the Eyes of all Men, but we muſt even avoid 
ever 
* 3 Tim. iii, Chap. and Titus i, f Rom ii. 21, 23. 5 Cal. v. 19, a, 
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every Thing that may leſſen our Eſteem, or bring us into hc 
Contempt with the more watchful and diſcerning Part of di 
Mankind. And therefore we muſt not only ſhun the vicious | m 
Extremes of Co vetouſneſs and Prodigality ; but take Care, O1 

that, under the Pretext of Frugality, we do not become In- 
hoſpitable, or that the Vanity of being reputed generous, thb 
do not draw us into Profuſeneſs. And as we ſhould avoid | or 
a careleſs Slovenlineſs or an affected Gaudineſs of Dreſs, 1 
as equally unbecoming the Decency and Gravity of our m 
Character, fo we ſhould carefully ſhun the offenſive Ex- ſ 
tremes of a preciſe and demur Behaviour, or an awkward T 
Affectation of eaſy and polite Manners. In ſhort we muſt 1 
equally guard againſt the Meanneſs that would make us 0 
ſtoop below, and the Ambition that would lead us to aſpire | ti 
above our Station and Character. And tho' we are not Fi 
to become Slaves to the ſenſleſs Caprice and Humour of „ 
the World, yet we muſt ahſtain from all Appearance of j- 
Evil h, and from every Thing that may be juſt Occaſion t 
of Offence to others, or bring er or Diſgrace upon our- a 
ſelves . Nay, N | : 1 


We ſhould not only be careful to do nothing in private 
Life that may reflect Shame on our Character, but when 
we meet in publick Judicatures, all our Debates ſhould 
be managed with that Decency which becomes our Office, 
and the tremenduous Name in which we act. We cannot 
expect a perfect Harmony of Sentiments; our Capacities 
are not all of the ſame Dimenſions, nor can Things appear 
to all of us in the ſame Light: But this would be of no 
bad Conſequence, if we would avoid angry Contentions, 
injurious Reflections, and ſmart Repartees, which tend to 
ruffle the Minds, and raiſe the Paſſions of others, and 
make us loſe the Poſſeſſion of ourſelves. What a ſhame- | , 
ful Thing would it be, to ſee Miniſters of the Goſpel of | 
Peace, wrangling and brawling in fuch a Manner, as if 
they had nothing in view, in all their Conſultations and 
Debates, but to ſhew their Wit and Humour, or give 
Vent to their Paſſion and Reſentment? Who knows not 
„ how 


* 1 Theff. v. 22. vide Adds xxiv. 16. Philip. i. 10. 1 Cor. viii. 1.13. 
end x. 25,--33, 2 Cr. vi. 3, Matth, xvii, 7, 1 Tim, iv. 12. Eph,y, 11, 125 
P/al. 119. 6, | 9 
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how much this would expoſe us to the Contempt and Ri- 
dicule of ſuch as wait for our halting, and are ready to 


make themtelves and their Companions merry with 


our Misbehaviour? | | 
But, moreover, 1f we would ſhew ourſelves Workmen 
that need not to be aſhame:1, we muſt not only ſet a Guard 


on our Paſſions, (for the Wrath of Man worketh not the 
| Righteouſneſs of God,) but in Matters of Judgment, we 


muſt never ſuffer ourle]ves to be ſwayed by Reſpect of Per- 
ſons, by Love or Friendſhip, Hatred or Diſlike, or any 
Th ing elſe that cannot enter into the Merits of the Cauſe 
in which we are to judge. How ſhameful would it be, 
to allow ourſelves to be byaſs'd by Careſſes and Solicita- 
tions, or brib'd by Treats and Entertainments, to be over- 
aw'd by the Frowns, or cajol'd by the Smiles, of this or 
the other Perſon of Note, or Party of Men, to act contra- 
ry to plain Equity and Juſtice ? However Men may ſerve 
their own Deſigns, by ſuch Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, they 
cannot but have a mean Opinion, if not the greateſt Con- 


tempt, of ſuch as can be thus impoſed upon, and gained 
to their Intereſt. And who can ſuffer himſelf to act in 


ſo ſhameful a Manner, that ſeriouſly conſiders that ſe- 
lemn Charge which Paul gives to Timothy; I charge thee, 
before God and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the eleF An- 
gels, that thou obſerve theſe Things, without preferrin 
one before another, doing nothing by Parttality * : Ard 
that excellent Rule which Aſoſes preſcribes to the Judges 
of Jfrael, N ſpall do no Unrighteouſneſs in Fudgment ; thou 
ſhalt not reſpect the Perſon of the Poor, nor honour the 
Perſon of the Mighty; but in Righteouſneſs ſhalt thots 
judge thy Neighbour K. | 

But it is not enough, my Brethren, that we lay not 
ſtumbling Blocks before our People by eur evil Works; 


if we would be Workmen that need not to be aſhamed, 


we muſt in all Things Hero our/elves Patterns of good 
Works '; we muſt be Enſamphks to the Hock mn; an Ex- 
ample of the Believers, in Word, in Converſation, in Chas 


rity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity , and follow after 


Righ. 


1 1 Tim, v. 21. Lev. xix. 15. Tit. i 7. A 1 Pei v. 3. 21 Tith 
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| Righteouſneſs, Faith, Love, Paticnce, Mreknefi * : We 


muſt inforce all our Inſtructions by our Practice, and 5 
only point out the Right Way to our Hearers, but lea 


them in it, and walk before them as He- goats before the 
Flock. What unſpeakable Comfort would it be to us, 


and how beneficial to our People, could we, on good 


Grounds, {ay to them as the Apoſtle did to the Corenthians, 


Be ye Folloxeers of me, even as I alſo am of Chriſt o; 
and if we could add, with,a humble Confidence of Heart, 
what he ſaid to the Zhefalorians, Ie are Witneſſes, an 
God ale, how holily, and juſtly, and unblameably we have 
behaved ourſelves among you that believe P, A holy righ- 
teous, blameleſs Life, would be a more powerful Argu- 
ment, to periwade Men to hearken to our Exhortations, 
than any other we can poſſibly uſe without it, And now 
to finiſh this Character in the 8 55 
61h, And laſt Place, he who would ſhew himſelf a 


| Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, muſt have 
pure Motives and Aims in entring upon, and proſecuting 


this ſacred Work of the Miniſtry : Without this, my Bre- 


thren, the moſt zealous Appearance for the Truth, the 
moſt orthodox and eder e Preaching, the moſt ſeem- 
ingly ſertous and warm Devotion, the moſt apparent 
Faithfulneſs and Diligence in our Work, is nothing but 


Hypocriiy; and what is more ſhameful and odious in the 


Sight of God and Man? | 35 

We are to feed the Flock of God, taking the Cyerſight 
therecf, not by Conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy 
Lucre, but of a ready Mind 1; not but that Miniſters 
ought to have a ſuitable Maintenance, for zhey that ſerve 


at the Altar, ſhould live by the Altar ©, and a ſcrimp 
Maintenance, often makes a {ſcandalous Miniltry ; but for 


Men to enter upon the Minrſtry, only from carnal and 
worldly Views, and to take the Charge of Souls merely 
to get a Living; to conſider the Office of the Miniſtry, 


as it were a civil Poſt, or a Trade or Employment for ma- 


king the World, is ſo utterly unworthy of the ſacred 


Character, that every Man, if not quite abandoned, would 
Fs | y be 


Ni. vi. 11. © 1 Cr. xi. 1. 0 1 D ii. 20. 1 1 Pet. v. 2. 11 C 
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ar aſhamed to think he ſhould be under the Imputation 
Or 1t. | | 0 
We are to pleaſe all Men in all Things for their good 


to Edification, that they may be ſaved ©: But for Mini- 
ſters to uſe their holy Function, as if they were acting upon 


a Hage, to diſplay their Gifts, and obtain the Praiſe that 
is of Men, to affect to appear learn'd Philoſophers, fine 
Orators, and great Maſters of Reaſon, that they may 
procure the Approbation of ſuch as they reckon to be of 
a more polite and refin'd Taſtè; or if they are not Men 
of ſuch pregnant Parts and prudent Conduct, as to gain 
the Eſteem of the wiſer and better Sort, to make Fix 
Court to, and ſtudy to procure the Applauſe of the more 


JO and unthinking Part of Mankind, by advancing 


ome ſingular Notions, or uſing ſome uncommon Ways of 
{peaking or doing; or by inſiſting fo much upon the pub- 
Iick Concerns of the Church, as 1s apt to cauſe their mi- 
ſtaken Hearers fancy that Religion lies chiefly in theſe 
Things; who finding a publick Religion, if I may ſo 
call it, fo very eaſy, and what will very well conſiſt 
with the Love and Practice of their darling Sins, tis no 
Wonder they readily take up with it, and are fond of 
ſuch as promote it. But for Miniſters of Chriſt thus to 
have chiefly in view the Praiſe and Commendation of Men, 
that vain empty Bubble of- popular Applauſe; and to be 
more concern'd to make Followers to themſelves, than 
Converts to Chriſt, is ſo ſordid and baſe, and fo much de- 
grades the Miniſterial Office, that one muſt be aſhamed 
to be thought capable of it. | 
And therefore, my Brethren, as ave are allowed of God 
to be put in Truſt with the Goſpel, let us ſo ſpeak and act 
in the whole of our Miniſterial Work, not as fleaſing 
Men, only, but God, who trieth our Hearts *. Let us 


; ſtudy to ſueæv ourſelves approved (not unto Men only, who 


can fee no further than the Out-fide, but) neto God, who 
knows all the ſecret Springs and Motions of our Souls, 
and who is a conſtant Witneſs to our whole Conduct. And 


in order to this, let us above all Things take Care that our 


| Motives and Ends be honeſt and upright: Let a true 
| e 


Love 


C Rom, AV. 2, 1 Cor. K. 23. t 1 Theſſ, i. 4. 
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Love to God, and a real Regard to the Souls of Men, be 
our principal Motive, and the Advancement of his Ho- 
nour in their Salvation, be our chief Deſign. 
I o recover loſt Sinners from the Power and Dominion 
of Sin and Satan, to bring them into Unionand Commu- 
nion with Chriſt and Conformity to his Image; that, Ve- 
ing made free from Sin and become Servants to God, they 
may hade their Fruit unto Holineſ$, and the End everlaſting 
Life ®, ſhould be our conſtant Aim.——*T'is not enough 
that we honeſtly intend r6 inform and inſtruct them, or 
even to move and affect them, but we mult have it at 
Heart to make them fincere Converts, true Penitents and 
ſound Believers; and to build them up in Holineſs and 
Comfort, through Faith unto Salvation. And this will 
naturally lead us rightly to divide the Word of "Truth, 
not going conſtantly on in a general Way, as it all our 
Hearers were of one Complexion; but to ſpeak Terror to 
whom Terror is due, and Comfort to whom Comfort 1s 
due; that Sinners may be awakned, convinced and con- 
verted, and Saints may be ſtrengthned, eſtabliſhed and 
confirmed, that they may grow in Grace, and in the Know- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt x. 

Nor is it enough that our teaching and preaching is ad- 
apted to this noble Deſign of ſaving them that hear us, 
but we muſt fancerely intend it; leſt while others are ſau- 

ed by our Miniſtry, we ourſelves ſhould be loft, becauſe 
our Aims and Deſigns are not right: But if we honeſt]y 
aim at this End, tho' we ſhould mils of it in ſome Mea- 
ſure, and not be, as we would heartily deſire, e favorr 
of Life unto Life, but the Savour of Death unto Death, 
to moſt of our Hearers; yet we {hall be unto God a ſwreet 
Savour of Chriſt, even in them that periſh? ; we ſhall 
be Inſtruments of glorifying the Juſtice and Long: ſuffering 
of Chriſt, and be J/rnsfes for God, that there has been a 
Prophet among ſt thein : And tho lirael be not gathered, yet 
ſhall ve be glorified 2. | 
Thus I have laid before you, my Reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, but an imperfect Account of the great Work 
in which we are engaged, and the Way' how we are to 
| | ſhew 
* Rom. yi. 22, * 2 Pa. fi. 18. J 2 Cr. i!. 15, 16. * Ja. XIX. 5, 
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mew ourſelves Workmen that need not to be aſhamed 3. 
We muſt have our Call and Commiſſion from the great 
Maſter of the Work. We muſt be fitted and quali- 
fied for it. We muſt be diligent, faithful and prudent 


in the Diſcharge of it.. We muſt not be aſhamed 


of our Work,---nor do any Thing that will be a Shame to 
it. And above all, we muſt take Care that our Motives 


and Aims be pure and fincere.——— Thus and thus only 


ihall we ſhew ourſelves Workmen that need not to be a- 
ihamed. — „„ 

And if we ſeriouſly reflect on what hath been ſaid, and 
impartially examine our own Temper and Conduct, may 
we not all remember 6ur Faults this Day a? How much 


and how often have we fallen ſhort of the Character of a 


| Workman that needeth not to be aſhamed ? Tho' not in 


all, nay, I would hope not in any, of the groſſer Inſtan- 
ces that I have mentioned, yet alas! in too too many. 
* What Reaſon have we to be aſnamed, and bluſh to life 


up our Faces to thee, O our God and Saviour, our Lord 


« and Maſter >, Thou haſt honoured us to be thy Work- 
** men 1n the glorious Goſpel ; butah! how much have 


we diſhonoured thee and reproached thy Work.” Let 


us be deeply abaſed and humbled before God, let ns tru- 
ly repent, and amend our Ways and Doings that have not 
been good, and fincerely reſolve, in a Dependence on di- 


vine Grace, to ſtudy more carefully for the future to ſhew 


ourſelves Workmen that need not to be aſhamed. 'This 
and this only is the \ ay not to be aſhamed betore Men, 
not to be expoſed to Ignominy and Diſgrace in this World: 


And this is the only Way ot to be aſhamed before our great 
Lord and Maſter at his Coming e, not to be put to Shame 


and everlaſting Contempt at the laſt and great Day a, 
a en the chief Shepherd ſpall appear; but to be honou- 
red as his faithful Servants, and diſtinguiſhed with 4 
Crown of Glory that fadeth not away *. Bleſſed is that 
Servant, that Workman, whom his Lord, when he com- 


3 . 


erh, ſhall find ſo doing *. 


And now to conclude, I hope you, our Chriſtian Bre- 


you 


a Cen xli. 9. „ Ezraix, 6, © 1 Jehnii. 28, 4 Dai zii. 2. 1 Fd. 
J. 4, f Nat, AXIV, 46, | rj 
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you, and that therefore you will not join Iſſue with an ill- 
natur d, ungrateful, infide] World, in diſparaging - the 
Work of the Goſpel, and in pouring Shame and Con- 
tempt upon a Goſpel Miniſtry; but that you will rather 


pity and pray for your Miniſters. A difficult and labori- 


ous Work is put into their Hands, for your Service; they 
are Men of like Paſſions with others, they have many 
Frailties and Infirmities, they have much Oppoſition to 
ſtruggle with, and many Snares and Temptations to en- 
cOunter. | 1 4 
Tpbey are Workmen, Chriſt's Workmen, and ſhould 
vou noteſteem them very bighly in Love for their Work's 
Sako 8, — their Maſter's Le: They = Workers and 
Labourers, they bear the Burden and Heat of the Day *, 
and is not the Labourer worthy of hits Hire ' ? They work 
for you, and muſt work ſo that they need not to be aſha- 
— 2 and will not you give ſuch Entertainment to their 
Labours, that you may not be a Shame to them? Your 
ance and Unbeliet, your Impenitency and Immorali- 


tp, is their Shame and Grief : It is not ſo much their bard 


Labour, as their Want of Succeſs in it, that finks their 
Spirits, impairs their Strength, and fometimes breaks their 
Conſtitution, and ſhortens their Days. But if, by the 
Bleſſing of God on their Labours, ye become his J/ork- 
manſbip created in Chriſt Feſus unto good Works to walk 
in them *, and ſo ſtand faſt in the Lord: If ye, my bel;- 
ved Brethren, be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, always abound- 
ing in the Work of the Lord; foraſmuch as ye know that 
gour Labour ſpall not be in vain in the Lord'. With 
what Extaſy and Raviſhment of Soul will your Miniſters 
join the holy Apoſtle, and ſay, Nhat is our Hope, or Foy, 
or Crown of rejoicing? Are not even y2 in the Preſence of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt at his Coming? for ye are cur Glory 
and Foy ®. Now the God of Peace, that brought again 
from the Dead our Lord Feſus, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through rhe Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
male us all, both Miniſters and People, perfecł in every 


cad Wark, to de bis Will, working in us that which 


#5 well pleaſing in his Sight, through Feſus Chriſt, tg 
aubom be Glory for ever and ever. Amen . 


® 2'Thef. v. 12, 13. * Mat. xx. 12, i Tate x. 7. © Eph. n. 10. 
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